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Continuation of Box No ID: 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

1. Claims 1 to 5 are directed to an as-manufactured multi-wall sack. The sack comprises a polymeric inner pouch ] 
and a paper-based outer bag. The sack has a top end that (a) is open in the as-manufactured form of the sack 

so that the sack can be filled with product via the open end and (b) is formed so that it can be closed to form a 
top block end. The sack comprises pressure adhesive that connects. together the inner pouch and the outer bag 
at the open end of the sack. It is considered that the features of the sack and in particular the use of pressure 
adhesive that connects together the inner pouch and the outer bag at the top end of the sack comprises a first 
"special technical feature*'. 

2. Claim 6 is also directed to an as-manufactured multi-wall sack. The sack comprises a polymeric inner pouch . 
and a paper-based outer bag. The sack has a top end that (a) is open in the as-manufactured form of the sack 

so that the sack can be filled with product via the open end and (b) is formed so that it can be closed to form a "i 
top block end. The sack comprises heat-activated adhesive on sections of the outer bag that adhere to other . 
sections of the outer bag as part of the sequence of steps to close the outer bag. It is considered that the 
features of the sack and in particular the use of heat-activated adhesive on sections of the outer bag that adhere^ 
to other sections of the outer bag comprises a second "special technical feature*'. 

Claims 7 to 12 are appended to either independent claim 1 or independent claim 6 and hence can be 
characterised by the first or second special technical features outlined above. 

These groups are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept, that is, they do not have any common 
inventive features, which define a contribution over the prior art. The common concept linking together these groups 
6f claims is a sack that comprises a polymeric inner pouch and a paper-based outer bag. The sack has a top end' that * 
(a) is open in the as-manufactured form of the sack so that the sack can be filled with product via the open end and (b) 
is formed so that it can be closed to form a top block end. However this concept is not novel in the light of the prior 
art documents cited in this report such as AU 46945/97 (729303) B2 (AMCOR PACKAGING (AUSTRALIA) PTY 
LTD) which discloses a sack with a closed block top end. Therefore these claims lack unity a posteriori. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra shcet)(January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 



Internationa] application No. r * 
PCT/AU2004/001727 



This Annex lists the known " A" publication level patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the I 
above-mentioned international search report The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars 
which are merely given for the purpose of information. 



- - . Patent Document Cited in 
Search Report 






Patent Family Member 






AU 


.46945/97 


BR 
US 


9712462 
6536190 


EP 
WO 


0936996 
9818691 . 


NZ 


335517 


US 


5007233 














US 


6213644 


CA 


2304261 










EP 


0869073 














AU 


J01 18/99 


NZ 


504326 


WO 


9923000 






WO 


2001/025102 


AU 


77475/00 


US 


- 2001000461 




. 


US 


4088264 


AU 


24223/77 


AU 


28445/77 


BE 


858344 






BE 


858369 


CA 


1056346 


DE 


2722590 






DE 


2739440 


DK 


206477 


DK 


386677 






ES 


458180 


ES 


462221 


FR 


2363494 






FR 


2364889 


FR 


2381746 


GB 


1592386 






JP 


53031469 


JP 


53056634 


NL 


7703368 






NL 


7709653 


NO 


773013 


NZ 


183617 . 1 






NZ 


192404 


PL 


200605 


PT 


66982 j 






SE 


7709806 


YU 


208677 


ZA 


7705285 


Due to data integration issues this family listing may not include 1 0 digit Australian applications filed since May 2001 . 
















END OF ANNEX-; 



Form PCT/ISA/21 0 (patent family annex) (January 2004) 



